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Hunting and 4WD opportunities in Victoria 
 

 

The Bracks Labor Government wants all Victorians to explore our natural 

environment and is expanding opportunities to take part in many different 

outdoor activities.  Both four wheel driving and hunting have a large following, 

so the Government is opening up new opportunities for enthusiasts to work 

with land managers in pursuing their sports.  

 

Over the next four years, a re-elected Bracks Government will invest $5.5 
million to:  
 

SIMPLIFY THE RULES FOR HUNTING 

� Allow hunting of introduced fallow deer on public land across Victoria. 

� Secure access to hunting reserves through leased grazing land.  

� Allow animals that are culled under permit, such as kangaroo and deer, to 

be available for personal use instead of being left to waste. 

 

INCREASE RESOURCES FOR GAME MANAGEMENT 

� Appoint game managers to promote hunting in Victoria as funded in the 

2006-07 Budget.  

� Improve safety with a $400,000 contribution towards a Firearm Safety 

Foundation to provide education and training and $200,000 for a shotgun 

education program. 

 

UPGRADE 4WD TRACKS 

� Allocate $4 million to upgrade 4WD tracks across Victoria. 

� Develop six iconic 4WD routes covering highlands, desert, coastal, 

wilderness and river with a further $300,000. 

� Allow Four Wheel Drive Victoria volunteers access to management vehicle 

tracks.  

� Establish a 4WD classification system – similar to ski runs – for beginners 

to experienced drivers with a further $250,000. 

 

The Bracks Labor Government will boost regional economies by creating more 

opportunities for all Victorians to get out and enjoy the States wonderful 

hunting, camping and 4WD opportunities. 

 

 

 

Steve Bracks  John Thwaites  Bob Cameron 
Premier of Victoria  Minister for  Minister for  
 Environment Agriculture 
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Our Values:   

What the Bracks Government stands for  
 

 
Victorians love the great outdoors. Whether it’s hunting a rabbit, exploring the 

high country, or throwing in a fishing line, there are great opportunities to get 

off the beaten track.  

 

Game hunting is enjoyed by over 33,000 Victorians while there are 250,000 

4WD owners in Victoria. 

 

The Bracks Labor Government has been improving our hunting, camping and 

4WD infrastructure with more access tracks in more locations, and more toilet 

facilities. 

 

We have given hunters unprecedented access to shoot feral animals on public 

land, which is improving conservation and boosting local economies. 

 

Camping is promoted in more than 60 national, state and other parks, from 

basic ‘bush’ camps to serviced campgrounds that offer flush toilets, tap water, 

picnic and BBQ facilities, showers and in some cases laundries. 
 
We want more Victorians to get out and enjoy the bush, so we will create new 

and exciting opportunities for hunting, camping and four wheel driving across 

Victoria. 
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How outdoor recreation has been 
encouraged 
 

 

The Bracks Labor Government has been increasing opportunities for Victorians 

to enjoy camping, hunting and four wheel driving. 

 

From supporting an annual duck season based on the best scientific 

information available to upgrading more than 80 4WD tracks in the past year, 

we have been working with recreational groups to give greater access to 

Victoria’s great outdoors. 

 

Significant achievements include: 

� Allowed hunting in national parks to combat feral animals. 

� Given a voice to shooters on firearm and hunting issues with the 

establishment of the Firearms Consultative Committee. 

� Established regionally-based game managers in the Department of 

Sustainability and Environment to work with hunting groups on better 

hunting opportunities, habitat restoration, game biology and community 

liaison. 

� Provided $250,000 for 96 detailed on-line maps of Victorian deer hunting 

areas. 

� Signed a Memorandum of Understanding between Parks Victoria and Four 

Wheel Drive Victoria to give more access to iconic drives in national parks. 

� Established a wild goat shooting program in Wyperfield and Murray Sunset 

National Parks, a wild pig shooting program in Barmah Forest River Red 

Gum Parks, a ‘Judas Goat’ program in Kinglake National Park and a Hog 

Deer Management Strategy. 

� Supported Duck Seasons for Victoria based on a scientific assessment of 

Duck numbers and habitat. 

� Invested more than $1 million annually to upgrade 4WD tracks in National 

Parks and on Crown land and produced a ‘Touring the Victorian Alps’ map. 

� Established a ‘Four Wheel Drive State Wide Advisory Committee’ with 

Parks Victoria. 

� Supported Four Wheel Drive Victoria’s ‘Mobile Landcare groups’ to 

remove weeds. 

� Invested over $19m on improving camping, including upgraded walking 

tracks, cooking facilities and toilet maintenance. 

 

Other achievements include the appointment of a facilitator to identify a new 

target range around Melbourne, building on the success of our shooters in the 

2006 Commonwealth Games. Upgrades to existing shooting facilities have also 

been made, including: 

� $1.8m for the Melbourne International Shooting Club. 

� $200,000 for the Melbourne Gun Club. 

� $770,000 for the Wellsford Rifle Range. 

� $14,500 to improve safety at the Melbourne Gun Club, Lilydale. 

� $30,000 for women in sport leadership grants. 
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The contrast with the Liberal Opposition 
 
 

When it was last in Government, the Liberal Party: 

� Introduced tough restrictions for licensed firearms members without 

consultation. 

� Abolished the Hunting Advisory Committee – removing any voice hunters 

had with Government. 

� Stripped resources from the Department of Natural Resources and 

Environment’s game management area. 

� Stripped funding from national parks, shutting down four wheel drive track 

maintenance. 

 

If returned to Government the Liberals would again slash resources from 

Government departments which will mean a return to minimal resources for 

hunters, no game management officers and no improved shooting facilities. 

 

 
THE CONTRAST WITH THE NATIONALS 

 

The Nationals record shows they lack the ability to stand up to the city-centric  

Liberals. In government they toe the Liberal line and have repeatedly allowed 

country services to be slashed. 

 

The last time the Nationals were in government, resources were stripped away 

from the Department of Natural Resources and Environment and there were no 

improvements to accessing public land. 

 

The progress that has been made in opening up new opportunities for hunters 

and drivers will come to a stop under any future Coalition government.  

 

 
THE CONTRAST WITH THE GREENS 

 

The Greens political party would ban all hunting and 4WD access to our parks 

and forests and create ‘no catch’ limits on fishing. This would deny many 

Victorians the chance to enjoy our great outdoors. 

 

Instead of banning all recreational hunting and fishing, the Bracks Government 

has set sustainable limits.  
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Our vision for the future: what Labor will 
do 
 
 

Labor will work together with all Victorians to create the best hunting and 4WD 

opportunities in Australia. 

 

There will be even greater access to Victoria’s bush and wetlands and we will 

continue to work with hunting groups on improving habitat, managing game 

species and reducing feral animals on public land. 

 

Our 4WD opportunities will also improve with greater access to more areas for 

4WD enthusiasts to get out and enjoy regional Victoria. 

 

This is the first time any government has worked extensively with hunting and 

4WD groups to set out a bold vision for the future. 

 

Labor will continue to invest in the future of regional Victoria by encouraging all 

Victorians to get out and enjoy our spectacular country.  

 

 

SIMPLIFY THE RULES FOR HUNTING. 

 
1.  Labor will allow hunting of introduced fallow deer on public land 
across Victoria. 

 

Fallow deer are a game species that has not been hunted on public land in 

Victoria. 

 

A Bracks Labor Government will amend existing regulations to create fallow 

deer hunting areas on Crown land.    

 

This will provide a great hunting experience and boost the economies of our 

more remote towns and regions. 

 

2.  Labor will secure access through grazing lease land for hunters to 
ensure better access to hunting reserves. 
 

The Bracks Government has worked with hunting organisations to set up 

hunting and game reserves across Victoria. 

 

However a number of these reserves have become inaccessible for hunters 

because grazing leases taken out on adjoining Crown land have made it illegal 

for hunters to carry firearms into the existing reserves. 

 

Labor will amend existing firearms legislation to allow hunters unrestricted 

access to cross into the game reserves. 

 

Game reserves that have been established to provide great hunting 

opportunities will be accessed into the future. 
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3.  Labor will allow animals culled under permit to be available for 
personal use rather than being left to waste.  

 

In Victoria every year there are thousands of permits issued for the destruction 

of kangaroos and deer where they have overpopulated and are in threat of 

starvation or are causing destruction on private land. 

 

Currently animals may be culled under permit in overpopulated areas but no 

animals are permitted to be taken off the farm where they have been culled to 

be kept for personal use.  

 

The Bracks Government will stop this waste and allow land holders and 

licensed hunters that are permitted to shoot kangaroos or deer to remove them 

from the property where they have been culled to keep the meat for personal 

use, as currently occurs with other species such as rabbits. The kangaroo or 

deer meat will be for personal use only.  

 

 
INCREASE RESOURCES FOR GAME MANAGEMENT 

 

4.  Labor will establish game management for Victoria’s hunters. 

 

The Bracks Government announced in the 2006-07 budget that $2.5 million 

would be allocated towards the recruitment and ongoing employment of three 

dedicated game managers across regional Victoria. 

 

This is a significant boost for recreational hunters in Victoria and comes after 

many years of hard work by dedicated hunting groups such as the Sporting 

Shooters Association of Australia (Victoria), Field and Game Victoria and the 

Australian Deer Association.  

 

The game managers will work closely with hunting organisations to increase 

hunting opportunities, which will strengthen regional economies. 

 

 

5.  Labor will provide the Firearm Safety Foundation with $400,000 over 
four years for education and training on firearms awareness and $200,000 
will fund a shotgun education program. 

 

The Firearm Safety Foundation will provide education to community groups, 

local government and shooting organisations on hunting and firearm safety 

across Victoria. 

 

This will fill an existing void for licensed shooters and those interested in 

hunting. 
 

Victorian hunters will also benefit from a structured program to improve 

shotgun use by licensed hunters. This program is designed to improve shotgun 

accuracy and has effectively reduced wounding rates internationally. 

 

The Department of Sustainability and Environment has worked together with 

Field and Game Australia to improve shotgun hunting practices and accuracy. A 

structured training program that has been successfully developed and used 

internationally will be made available to Victorian hunters. 

 

 

 



 Hunting and 4 Wheel Driving Opportunities in Victoria   

 - 7 - 

UPGRADE 4WD TRACKS 

 

6.  Labor will allocate $4 million to upgrade 4WD tracks across Victoria.  

 

Each year countless 4WD enthusiasts explore and maintain our great tracks. 

The Bracks Government wants this to continue with even more opportunities 

to explore the state. 

 

A $4 million investment over two years will improve tracks, communication and 

assistance for 4WD groups to make Victoria one of the best places to four 

wheel drive in Australia. 

 

7.  Labor will develop and promote six iconic 4WD routes across Victoria 
covering highlands, desert, coastal, wilderness and river. 

 

Four wheel driving is a great pastime and Victoria has some of the best 

locations in Australia to get out and enjoy the outdoors. 

 

Parks Victoria, together with Four Wheel Drive Victoria will develop six 

memorable drives suitable for 4WD and appropriate 2WD through some of 

Victoria’s magnificent landscapes – desert, highlands, coastal, wilderness and 

river. $300,000 will be provided to promote these new tracks through 

advertising and Four Wheel Drive Victoria.  

 

8.  Labor will give Four Wheel Drive Victoria volunteers special access to 
management vehicle tracks.  

 

Each year countless 4WD volunteers help maintain our great network of tracks.  

In recognition of this work, volunteers will be provided with sets of keys to 

access MVO (management vehicle only) tracks. 

 

Not only will this be a way of recognising the great work volunteers do, it will 

encourage more people to get involved in volunteering and open up new areas 

of Victoria to enthusiasts.  

 

9.  Labor will develop a 4WD track classification system for beginners to 
experienced drivers. 

 

In the same way that ski runs are classified, Parks Victoria will work with Four 

Wheel Drive Victoria to trial a classification system for 4WD tracks. This will 

have wide appeal from beginners to the more experienced drivers. 

 

Volunteers will grade tracks and then attach signs to the tracks so that visitors 

know if the drive suits their skills.  

 

Parks Victoria will receive $250,000 to establish and promote the program. 
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FUNDING OVERVIEW 
 

RECURRENT 
INITIATIVES 

2007-08 

$m 

2008-09 

$m 

2009-10 

$m 

2010-11 

$m 

TOTAL 

$m 

Firearms Safety 

Foundation 

0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.4 

Shotgun safety 

education 

0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.2 

Upgrade 4WD tracks  2.0 2.0 - - 4.0 

Six new iconic 4WD 

routes 

 0.3   0.3 

4WD track classification 

system 

0.15 0.15   0.3 

TOTAL RECURRENT 
FUNDING  

2.3 2.6 0.15 0.15 5.2 

Less: existing 

departmental resources  

1.9 1.9 - - 3.8 

TOTAL IMPACT ON 
OPERATING SURPLUS 

0.4 

 

0.7 0.15 0.15 1.4 

 

 

 

 

For further details on Labor’s policies and team, please contact 

   Labor’s election hotline  1800 353 956 

   Web www.alpvictoria.com  

   Email info@vic.alp.org.au 
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